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No. F. 9-14/2004-U.3
Government of India
Ministry of Human Resource Development
(Department of Higher Education)
U.3(A) Section

Sha'ilt{i Bhawan, New Delhi,
W' January , 2008.

NOTIFICATION

Whereas the Central Government-is empowered under Section 3 of the
University Grants Commission (UGC) Act, 1956 to declare; on the advice of the
UGC, an institution of higher learning as deemed to be a university;

2. And whereas, a proposal was received from Sri Ponnaiyah
Ramajayathammal Educational & Charitable Trust, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu in
June, 2004, seeking grant of status of deemed-to-be-university to Ponnaiyah
Ramajayam Institute of Science & Technology (PRIST), comprising (i) Ponnaiyah
Ramajayam College, (ii) P.R. Engineering College and (iii) Ponnaiyah -
Ramajayam College of Education; . -

3. And whereas, the recommendations of the University Grants Commission
(UGC) received in the matter on 09.04.2007 were examined in this Ministry and
the proposal for conferment of status of ‘deemed-to-be-university’ to PRIST was
rejected vide this Ministry’s notification of even number dated the 25.07.2007.
This decision was also reiterated vide this Ministry’s subsequent notification of
even number dated the 29" August, 2007; :

4, And whereas, upon submission of fresh documents by the PRIST to remove
the deficiencies as pointed out in the notifications referred to in para 3 above,
the matter has once again been reconsidered in the Ministry in detail, and on the
basis of the recommendations of the UGC, and in exercise of the powers
conferred by Section 3 of the University Grants Commission Act, 1956, the
Central Government do hereby declare ‘Ponnaiyah Ramajayam Institute of
Science & Technology’ (PRIST), Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, comprising ‘Ponnaiyah
Ramajayam College’, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, as deemed to be a university for
the purposes of the aforesaid Act, provisionally for a period of five years with
effect from the date the Ponnaiyah Ramajayam College is disaffiliated from its
affiliating university, namely, Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirappalli, Tamil




Nadu, subject to a cond1t1on that the status conferred upon the PRIST will be
reviewed after five years by the UGC with the help of an Expert Committee.
The status shall be confirmed only on the basis of the performance report of
UGC’s Expert Review Committee and the recommendations of the UGC theron.

5. The declaration made in para 4 above is also subject to further conditions
mentioned at Sr. No. 3 Of the endorsement to this Notification

6. Neither the Government of Indla nor the Umver51ty Grants Comm1551on o

“shall provide any Plan and Non-Plan grant-in-aid to Ponnaiyah Ramajayam
Institute of Science & Technology, Thanjavur or its constituent teaching unit.

‘)/

(Ravi Mathur)

Jomt Secretary to the Government of India.

The Manager, )
Government of India Press,
Faridabad (Haryana). -

-Copy forwarded to: -

1 The Secretary, University Grants Commission, Bahadurshah. Zafar Marg,

“ " New Delhi - 110002. UGC shall ensure that the review that is required to
be conducted as per this Notification, is held sufficiently in advance, so
that a decision on confirmation of the status is enabled soon after the
expiry of the stipulated five-year period.

2.  The Member Secretary, All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE),
7" Floor, Chanderlok Building, Janpath, New Delhi - 110001.

3. The Chairman, Ponnaiyah Ramajayam Institute of Science & Technology,
Yagappa Chavadi, Thanjavur - 614904, Tamil Nadu. The declaration as
made in para 4 of this Notification shall be subject to the following
further conditions that:

(i)  The PRIST should, as per the undertaking given by it with respect to
creation of Corpus fund, immediately convert the requisite deposit
into the joint name of PRIST and the UGC in consultation with the
UGC. The Corpus fund should be an escrow account and irrevocable
in nature. A report on compliance in this regard shall be submitted
to the UGC and this Ministry at the earliest.



(i)

(111)

(iv)

i)

(vif)

(viii)

The-management of the Trust formed to mange the deemed-to-be-
university and that of the Ponnaiyah Ramajayam College should be
the same.

All the moveable and immovable assets of Ponnaiyah Ramajayam
College, Thanjavur should legally be transferred and vested, if not
already done, with the PRIST, the Trust formed to manage the
‘deemed-to-be-university’ institution, and registered as such in the
interest of future of students, members of faculty, employees and
for maintaining the standards of higher education. - A report on
compliance in this regard shall be submitted to the UGC and this
Ministry at the earliest.

The PRIST shall immediately finalise its Memorandum of Association
(MoA) & Rules in line and in accordance with the model MoA/Rules
prescribed by the UGC, and. in concurrence with the UGC. A
compliance report in this regard along with a copy of the revised
MoA/Rules as approved by the UGC, shall be furnished to this
Ministry at the earliest. The specific changes/amendments, if any,
suggested by the UGC or the Government of India shall be carried
out by the deemed-to-be-university institution in its MoA/Rules with
the approval of the UGC. As and when necessary, the deemed-to-
be-university institution shall also suitably amend and update its
MoA/Rules in consultation and in concurrence with the UGC.

The PRIST shall not undertake any activities that are of commercial
and profit making in nature. :

The PRIST shall take appropriate action to complete the procedural
requirement, as provided for in its Trust Deed, to obtain approval of
the Commissioner of income Tax, Income Tax Department in respect
of the amendment made in its Trust Deed through the Codicil of the
Trust executed on.05.11.2007.

The academic programmes offered or to be offered by the PRIST/
Ponnaiyah Ramajayam College will conform to the norms and
standards prescribed by the respective Statutory Councils such as
the UGC, AICTE, etc.

The PRIST shall start courses/ programmes only in accordance with
the relevant prescribed norms and guidelines of the UGC, AICTE,
etc. Such courses/programmes started by it for the purpose of
awarding degrees should also be in conformity with the Section 22
of the UGC Act, 1956.

The PRIST, as a deemed-to-be-university shall award degrees in
respect of the courses run by the Ponnaiyah Ramajayam College,
Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu only to those students who are admitted to
the said college subsequent to the date on which this Notification




(xi)

(xii)

(xifi)

(xiv)

(xv)

(xvi)

takes effect for the purpose of the UGC Act, 1956. Accordingly, the
PRIST shall make admission and enrolment of students to the
academic courses of the Ponnaiyah Ramajayam College under it only
with effect from the ensuing academic year (i.e. from 2008-2009).

As for those students who were already admitted prior to this
notification and are pursuing their studies at the Ponnaiyah
Ramajayam College presently, they shall continue to pursue their
courses of study under affiliation to the present affiliating
university, namely, the ‘Bharathidasan University’, Tiruchirapalli,
Tamil Nadu, which shall agree to continue to conduct examinations
for them and also to award degrees to them upon successful
completion of the courses/programmes of study they are pursuing at
the said institution presently.

The PRIST shall not offer/award, as the case may be, any degrees
that are not specified by the UGC. The PRIST shall also ensure that
the nomenclatures of the degrees to be awarded by-it are specified
by the UGC under Section 22 of the UGC Act, 1956.

The PRIST shall take appropriate measures to start innovative
academic programmes. The PRIST shall also take appropriate steps
to strengthen its research-activities and research ambience as is
required of a deemed-to-be-university institution as per guidelines
of the UGC.

All the prescribed norms and procedures of the relevant Statutory
Councils and other authorities concerned in the matter of admission
of students, intake capacity of students, starting of new
courses/programmes, renewal of approval to the courses, etc. will
continue to be in force, and shall be adhered to by the University
and its constituent unit.

The PRIST shall take all the required steps to get valid accreditation
in terms of instructions issued by the UGC vide their circular No.F.6-
1(7)/2006(CPP-1) dated the 12 March, 2007.

The By-laws, MoA and Rules of the PRIST shall also clearly specify
the name of the Ponnaiyah Ramajayam College.

The PRIST shall, in accordance with the affidavit dated 30.05.2007
submitted by it to the UGC, include a suitable provision in its
MoA/Rules to make way for the UGC to take control of assets, etc.of
the institution concerned, without any condition binding on them, in
the event of winding up of the PRIST, at any point of time in future.

(xvii) The PRIST or its constituent unit shall not conduct any distance

education programmes without prior, approval of the UGC and
Distance Education Council(DEC). The guidelines issued by both the
DEC and the UGC in the matter of imparting education through



Ve,

distance mode from time to time have to be strictly complied with
by the Institute.

(xviii)The PRIST shall not run any study centre / off-campus centre
without obtaining the requisite prior approval of the UGC /
Government of India, as the case may be.

(xix) The PRIST shall take necessary action to fully rectify the
" deficiencies pointed out by the UGC’s Expert Committee that visited
and inspected the institution in February, 2006. Other suggestions,
if any, made by the UGC’s Expert Committees shall also be complied
with by the PRIST to bring about overall improvement.

(xX) The PRIST and its constituent unit will abide by all the norms and
guidelines laid down by 'the UGC, and other relevant Statutory
Councils such as AICTE, etc. from time to time pertaining to the
institutions notified as Deemed-to-be-Universities.

The Vice Chancellor, Bharathidasan University, Palkalaiperur,
Tiruchirappalli- 620024, Tamil.Nadu, with reference to their letter Ref.
No0.020040-1/D8/2003 dated 23.09.2003 addressed to- the Secretary,
University Grants Commission, New Delhi. The university is expected to
take action in accordance with  Endorsement 3(x) above regarding
students already admitted for its courses at the Ponnaiyah Ramajayam
College, Thanjavur. '

The Secretary, Higher Education Department, _GoVernment_of_ Tamil Nadu,

Secretariat, Chennai - 600009, Tamil Nadu.

Press Information Bureau, Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi - 110001.

. The Secretary-General, Association of Indian Univeréities,‘ A.1.U. House, 16

Kotla Marg, New Delhi - 110002.

Director(Administration) & Web Master, Department. of Higher Education,
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi. It is requested that necessary instructions
may be issued to the CMIS Unit to display this notification on the website
(Home site) of Department of Higher Education. '

Guard file / Notification file.
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(Ravi Mathur)
Joint Secretary



