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Ref..  CL/3891

Subject: Nominations for the UNESCO-Sharjah Prize for Arab Culture 2009

_SirfMadam,

| am pleased to invite your Government to submit nominations for the UNESCO-
Sharjah Prize for Arab Culture 2009. As you know, this prize, established in 1998
and endowed by the Governrnent of Sharjah (Untted Arab Emirates), has been

awarded since 2001.

The purpose of the UNESCO-Sharjah Prize is to reward the work of two eminent
personalities, groups of persons or institutions from the Arab States and from
abroad that have significantly contributed through artistic, intellectual or
promotional outreach to the development, knowledge and spread of Arab culture
with. a view to promoting cultural dialogue and understanding in the world.
Candidates proposed should have acquired an international reputation in this field
and distinguished themselves by meritorious action extending over several years.

The Prize consists of a sum of US $60,000 provided by the Government of
Sharjah, to be divided equally between the two laureates, selected by the
Director-General on the basis of the recommendation of an international jury

established for that purpose.

Please find attached a copy of the brochure issued on the occasion of the 2008
edition of the prize.

Confident of your Government's interest in the worldwide promotion of cultural
dialogue, | am sure that it will appreciate the great importance of this prize.
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If, as | hope, you are in a position to nominate suitable candidates for the Prize, |
should be grateful if you would complete the attached form, which should be
submitted, no later than 10 November 2009, to the Executive Office of the
Culture Sector, UNESCO, 1 rue Miollis, 75732 . Paris Cedex, France
(Fax: +33 (1) 45 68 55 91, email: prize.sharjah@unesco.org), so that candidates
can be duly considered by the international jury.

Accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

=

Ko?chiro Matsuura
Director-General

cc: Permanent Delegations to UNESCO
National Commissions for UNESCO
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